Ten species of orchids belonging to eight genera are recorded for the first time from Tripura State of India. The taxa include Bulbophyllum affine Wall. ex Lindl., Bulbophyllum lobbii Lindl., Coelogyne suaveolens (Lindl.) Hook.f., Dendrobium tortile Lindl., Micropera pallida Lindl., Mycaranthes floribunda (D.Don) S.C.Chen & J.J.Wood, Pinalia acervata (Lindl.) Kuntze, Pinalia globulifera (Seidenf.) A.N.Rao, Thelasis khasiana Hook.f. and Trichoglottis ramosa (Lindl.) Senghas. Geographical distribution along with detailed descriptions and photographs of the recorded species are provided.
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Orchidaceae represents the largest angiosperm family and is known to occupy a variety of niches, with growth forms ranging from terrestrial to epiphytic and even underground (IUCN 2017) . With over 1,300 species, orchids make up nearly 9% of the Indian flora and represent the largest family of flowering plants in India (ICAR-NRCO 2017) . The northeastern region of India is recognized for its rich and unexplored floristic diversity due to its placement in the Indo-Malayan ecozone. The earlier record from the state, the Flora of Tripura (Deb 1983) cites 33 orchid species. The publication, however, is more than 35 years old and the vegetation (floral species composition) of the state has changed since then. There have been many new orchid records from the neighboring states in the northeastern region (Odyuo et al. 2013 (Odyuo et al. , 2017 Chowlu et al. 2014; Nanda et al. 2014; Panday et al. 2014; Verma & Lavania 2014) , however, only a few new records are published from the state of Tripura (Das & Datta 2016; Panda et al. 2016) . The present report provides records of 10 orchid species which were earlier not known from the state. The specimens were gathered during field surveys conducted during the first half of 2018 and were systematically identified using available literature (Kumar & Kumar 2005; Schuiteman et al. 2008; Chen et al. 2009; Agrawala & Chowdhery 2013; Kumar et al. 2018) .
Materials and Methods
Extensive field surveys were conducted in the forests of Tripura State between March and August 2018. Orchids were photographed and morphometric data were gathered besides the GPS coordinates and details of habitat. Only one orchid specimen representing each taxon was collected due to their threatened status and low population size, and was pressed, treated with formalin and prepared using standard method (de Vogel 1987; Bridson & Forman 1992) . These herbarium specimens were deposited at the Delhi University Herbarium (DUH), India, and accession numbers were noted down. Comparisons between herbarium records were made using online portals such as the Kew Herbarium Catalogue (http://apps.kew.org/herbcat/ gotoHomePage.do) and the Swiss Orchid Foundation at the Herbarium Jany Renz (https://orchid.unibas.ch/ index.php/en/database-search/advanced-search). Formosan. 4: 48, f. 19. 1914 . Type: Nepal, 1852 , N. Wallich 1982 Erect epiphytic herb; rhizome sturdy, 0.5-0.8 cm in diameter; pseudobulbs erect, 6-8 cm apart, cylindrical, 2.5-3.5 cm in length, 0.8-1.2 cm in diameter; leaf solitary with entire margin, petiole 1-2 cm long, lamina 14-16 x 2-3 cm, oblong with parallel venation, retuse apex and decurrent base; inflorescence consisting of a single flower originating from the rhizome; flower pedicellate, bracteate, 2.0-2.5 cm long, zygomorphic; sepals and petals lanceolate with acute apices, 1.3-1.7 x 0.4-0.7 cm, white with longitudinal maroon stripes; lip lanceolate with acute apex, 0.4-0.5 x 0.1-0.2 cm, orange to scarlet in color; column slightly recurved, 0.5cm long, sessile; anther cap orange, pollinia 2, cream yellow (Images 1, 11).
Taxonomic Treatment
Flowering and Fruiting: June-July. Habitat: Found in a large population growing on a single Balakata baccata (Roxb.) Esser tree in moist broadleaf forest adjacent to Tlangsang Village in Jampui Hills.
Specimen Erect epiphytic herb; rhizome sturdy, 1.0-1.5 cm in diameter; pseudobulbs erect, 10-15 cm apart, globose, 1.2-1.5 cm in length, 1.2-1.5 cm in diameter; leaf solitary with entire margin, petiole 1.4-1.7 cm long, lamina 10-10.5 x 2 -3 cm, oblong with parallel venation, acute apex and decurrent base; inflorescence consisting of a single flower originating from rhizome; flower pedicellate, bracteate, 4.0-4.5 cm long, zygomorphic; sepals and 14878 petals lanceolate with acute apex, 2.5-3.0 x 0.7-1.1 cm, creamish-yellow with faint longitudinal maroon stripes; lip triangulate with acute apex, 1.0-1.2 x 1.2-1.4 cm, white; column slightly recurved, 0.8cm long, sessile; anther cap yellow, pollinia 2, cream yellow (Images 2, 12).
Habitat Erect epiphytic herb; rhizome sturdy, 0.8-1.0 cm in diameter; pseudobulbs erect, 7-9 cm apart, cylindrical, 5.5-6.0 cm in length, 2.0-2.5 cm in diameter; leaves two, with undulate margin, petiole 3-3.5 cm long, lamina 19-20 x 3.2-3.5 cm, oblanceolate with parallel venation, acuminate apex and decurrent base; Inflorescence synanthous, consisting of 10-14 flowers in a raceme; flowers pedicellate, bracteate, 1.5-2.0 cm long, zygomorphic, white; bract one per flower, cymbiform, brown in color; sepals and petals oblong with acute apices, 1.2 -1.5 x 0.5 -0.8 cm, white; lip oblong with acute apex, 1.2-1.5 x 0.5-0.8 cm; lip keel lamellae crenate to dentate, longitudinally arranged, yellow, four to five in number; column white recurved, 0.4cm long, sessile; anther cap red, pollinia 2, yellow (Images 3, 13).
Habitat Erect epiphytic herb; arhizomatous; pseudobulbs erect, clustered, conical, 3.5-4.0 cm in length, 1.0-1.5 cm in diameter; Leaves simple with entire margin, sessile, lamina 14-18 x 1.0-1.2 cm, linear with parallel venation, acuminate apex and sheathing base; inflorescence synanthous, consisting of 8-10 flowers in raceme; flowers pedicellate, bracteate, 1.6-1.8 cm long, zygomorphic; Bract one per flower, green; sepals and petals ovate with acuminate apices, 1.2-1.4 x 0.2-0.3 cm, white; lip broadly cuneate with acute apex, 1.2-1.5 x 0.5-0.8 cm with cream colored ornamentation, mentum 0.2-0.3 cm long; column white, 0.4 cm long, sessile; anther cap lemon yellow, pollinia 8, yellow (Images 7, 17 Erect epiphytic herb; rhizome short; pseudobulbs erect, 0.5-1.0 cm apart, ovoid, 1.1-1.3 cm in length, 0.8-1.0 cm in diameter; leaves or sometimes with a second smaller leaf, simple with entire margin, petiole 1.2-1.5 cm long, lamina 6.5-6.9 x 1.1 -1.3 cm, lanceolate with parallel venation, acute apex and decurrent base; inflorescence synanthous in form of raceme originating from the base of pseudobulb; flower pedicellate, bracteate, 0.3-0.4 cm long, zygomorphic; Sepals and petals lanceolate with acute apices, 0.1-0.2 x 0.1-0.2 cm, yellowish-green; lip ovate-lanceolate with acute apex, 0.1-0.3 x 0.1-0.2 cm, yellowish green; column slightly recurved, 0.1cm long, sessile; anther cap green; pollinia 2, yellow (Images 9, 19).
Habitat: Found on Cryptocarya amygdalina Nees tree in the moist broadleaf forest of Phuldungsei in Jampui Hills along with other epiphytes like Hoya lanceolata Wall. Flowering and Fruiting: April-July Specimen examined: DUH 14452 (DUH), 11.v.2018, Clouded Leopard National Park, Sepahijala District, Tripura, India, 23.675 0 N, 91.320 0 E, 47m, coll. Arjun Adit 2117.
Other specimen examined: K000364567 (K!), Sikkim,
